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Over the last two generations modern cities have undergone a rapid change from bustling busy centres of commerce to over-congested, polluted blocks of concrete car parks. Indeed, our research indicates that many corporations are moving their head offices out of these cities into industrial parks and estates on the city fringe to escape the unhealthy smog in favour of green lawns and plentiful trees.
The purpose of this study is to review the impact in recent times of the motor vehicle and to assess whether commuter habits need to change.
A survey of car parking trends indicates alarming increases over a period of twenty years in most of the major international cities of the world. The following table shows the number of daily car parking spaces occupied on 5 different census days. The information is provided by the International Automobile Car Park Attendants Association (IACPAA).
	City
	[bookmark: _GoBack]1995
	2000
	2005
	2010

	Paris
	234,506
	356,778
	566,744
	844,655

	Los Angeles
	1,266,788
	2,455,672
	2,933,455
	3,211,544

	Montreal
	145,988
	266,433
	326,889
	422,344

	Berlin
	644,332
	876,445
	1,211,633
	1,422,645

	Dublin
	215,677
	321,744
	433,677
	788,566


One reason for the increase in car parking requirements in European cities may be attributable to the corresponding increase in smaller, more commuter-friendly vehicles such as the Smart. This vehicle can be parked at all angles, and can sometimes be physically picked up and placed in another location by two burly people.
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Nevertheless, the progressive increase in inner-city vehicle parking has led to congested thoroughfares and roadways. In Berlin, which has seen a period of rapid regrowth, it is often difficult to find a free car parking space, with every conceivable spare centimetre of space utilised for car parking.
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Anecdotal evidence exists to indicate that the car parking problem is significantly impacting upon commerce and daily business activities, and is even endangering the lives of pedestrians. A common practice for many delivery drivers frustrated by the inability to secure easy access to buildings, is to park upon pedestrian walkways.
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However, the survey indicates that all is not gloom and doom. In some countries, suburban private and public areas close to transport centres are being opened up for parking enabling commuters to park and then catch high-speed, low-cost public transport directly to city centres.
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The rest of this survey is devoted to reviewing some of the more interesting innovations with car parking currently in use. 
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